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A fearless Esther
Flores fights to
spread love in
the trenches

PROFILE:
How Ryan Ver Wys
is building affordable
houses on faith

OPINION:
The church and
human trafficking
by Benita Hopkins

Trusting any process, I believe, requires placing trust not only in God (as the
US currency says), but in the people He places around or within our path.
Esther Flores (Columbus 2017) and Benita Hopkins (Oakland-San Francisco
2015) are two DVULI alumnae who don’t take it lightly when someone places
trust in them.
Courageously, the two share a calling to serve victims of human trafficking.
They understand that trafficked individuals likely believed in someone who
should not have been trusted.
Thus, the key to accomplishing their work is in earning the trust of
individuals who perhaps resist the idea of ever trusting again.

In this issue, DVULI invited Esther and Benita
to share what drives them to combat on the
frontlines of an estimated 32-billion-dollar
global industry. These figures only bolsters
Esther and Benita’s motivation to advocate
and serve. Respectively, both women have
traveled to multiple countries, lobbied before
governmental officials, and braved dark and
dangerous neighborhoods with full confidence
they will see victory in the end.
Esther leads One Divine Line to Health
in Columbus, Ohio, and Benita is the cochair of the San Francisco Collaborative
Against Human Trafficking in San Francisco,
California.
Sadly, their professions and ministries must
exist. Yet, their undying determination to
not stop until human trafficking does is
encouraging.
Hopefully, their stories will be an inspiration, as
well as a call to self-examination.
Trust the process!

Gerald Bell, Editor (Kansas City 2003)
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2020 Theme:

t DVULI, “trust the process” is one of the main mantras that resonates
with participants as they enter our 15-month learning journey and sticks
with them long after becoming alumni.

New York: June 6, 2020

Register for any of the five conferences
today! Use promo code “DVULI” to
receive your 20% discount.

Devoted to Prayer

A

Atlanta: May 16, 2020

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE DATES

THE
MINISTRY
OF TRUST

Los Angeles: April 25, 2020

A 20 percent registration discount will
be offered to DVULI alumni and their
ministry team members.

As we seek to not waste this COVID-19
season, be encouraged by general sessions
taught by Trip Lee, Joseph Solomon,
Jackie Hill Perry, and others. Workshop
topics include entrepreneurship and the
Christian, legal options for immigrants and
their families, creativity and the gospel,
discipling messy people, establishing
presence in the city and more.
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Even though some victims lack medical
coverage, Esther and her staff willingly
create an individual holistic plan uniquely
designed for each person willing to accept
the care offered by One Divine Line to
Health. “It’s mind boggling to see how many
people lack access to healthcare,” she noted.
“We still do our best to deliver healing to the
broken body, mind, soul, and spirit.” As a
result of this commitment, women’s needs
are generally being met. Esther’s ministry
also serves offers a drop in center for

In the
Trenches
with Love
By Linsey DeVries

“I will live recklessly
and restlessly
until I see the land
of the dead
become the land
of the living.”

As a modern-day abolitionist, Esther Flores
(Columbus 2017) advocates for the rights
and dignity of the most vulnerable and
destitute individuals in her community.

S

he fights against the injustice suffered by victims of
human trafficking and domestic violence. Serving both
locally and internationally, Esther is known for offering
hope, healing, and improved livelihood to women and
children facing dark realities ono a daily basis.
By education and profession, Esther is a registered nurse
with experience in the healthcare industry. Instead of
working in a hospital or doctor’s office, she chooses
to put her skills and passion to work in the streets of
Columbus, Ohio, addressing the needs of people who
have been negatively labeled and abandoned. Esther
founded a nonprofit organization called One Divine Line
to Health where she serves as the executive director.
The ministry provides Christ-centered care and health
services to women and children caught in sex trafficking
in Columbus, especially in the red-light district of the
city’s westside. In this community, Esther’s organization
has set up several safe houses for women in recovery. The
safe houses serve as beacons of love and hope and are
discretely located so the individuals receiving care feel
protected. One Divine Line to Health partners with other
local nonprofit organizations to gather medical
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Esther offers praises to her staff who bring shared compassion to the
work of human trafficking. She says, “Jesus has brought me a tribe who
unconditionally loves the women and children we serve in the red-light
districts in Columbus.” Esther, who is a native of New York City, finds
additional support from DVULI alumni. Veronica Napper (Columbus
2017) and Imani Robinson (St. Louis 2017) are two women who offer
reinforcement to her work as well as collaboration opportunities.
Esther is a passionate public speaker who seeks to be a voice for those
who remain silent about their fears, while challenging public leadership
not to turn a blind eye to the injustices prevalent in her city. She is known
by many as a fierce fighter, warrior, and hero, and has been labeled by
the press as “someone you want on your side.” In her quest to love the
marginalized and most vulnerable, Esther can also be seen at many rallies
boldly speaking against ineffective leadership of city officials and civic
organizations when there is evidence of neglecting people in poverty.
In fact, the current mayor of Columbus, Andrew Ginther, has been seen
running away from Esther when she tries to approach him with questions
and concerns.

supplies from clinics and hospitals that are then shipped to
medical facilities in developing countries such as Mexico,
Palestine, Ukraine, Guatemala, and African countries.
In her work in Columbus, Esther addresses not only the
physical needs of individuals but also their spiritual and
emotional needs. As a woman of great faith, Esther believes
that Jesus came to set people free from all physical and
spiritual infirmities and that love is the best opiate. “The call
of God on my life is to be love to all types of hurting people,”
Esther says. She unselfishly delivers godly love and care to
many who have chosen a life of prostitution and to others
who have not chosen to be victims of abuse. Many of the
people Esther reaches find themselves being judged based
on their appearance and past. Esther refers to these women
as her “street sisters” because she believes they deserve
understanding and fair treatment. Esther can regularly be
seen driving around the city in her red minivan ministering
to her sisters and helping them process a getting on a more
positive track in life. “I have learned not to be at all preachy
to my sisters and their children,” says Esther. “They long for
a consistent relationship with those like me who serve, and
that leads to trust.”

As a small grassroots movement, Esther attributes much of the ministry’s
impact to partnerships with other organizations. These partnerships have
been valuable and instrumental in meeting the needs of the people they
serve. The theme of interdependence taught in the DVULI program is
one that Esther applies to her work. Partnerships with organizations like
the Columbus Health Department, Aids Healthcare Foundation, Equality
Ohio, and Lowes all help meet the needs of the women and children
Esther serves. “The DeVos Initiative forced me to regroup and renew my
spirit by [identifying existing] resources being provided. I learned the
importance of having an accountability partner in ministry as well as a
mentor,” says Esther, in referencing her DVULI breakthrough plan. “Being
accountable first to God and then to my three closest trench workers helps
me make sure I’m resting, exercising, and eating a balanced diet. Balance
in my spiritual and physical life led me to be balanced emotionally
and mentally.”

transgender individuals who are often
victimized more violently. Those services
include anything from providing meals, first
aid, and transportation to receive recovery
services. Most importantly, the population
being attended to is respectfully introduced
to the gospel of Jesus and accepting Him as
Savior. Further, through a case-management
approach, they are being guided and equipped
to be productive members of society.

Through One Divine Line to Health Esther is bringing the light and
love of Jesus Christ to some of the most oppressed areas and people in
Columbus. Her ministry in the trenches is demonstrates what it means
to be the hands and feet of Jesus. “I will live recklessly and restlessly until
I see the land of the dead become the land of the living,” she exclaims!
“Every day my interdependence is first with God and then with trench
workers on the ground and in public offices. We share the great task to
be love and love in action to the homeless, addicts, and street sisters and
their children.”

Learn more about Esther’s ministry context and her impact in a three-part
local news series titled “Suffering on Sullivant”
https://gatehousenews.com/sullivant/suffering-on-sullivant-part-1/
https://gatehousenews.com/sullivant/suffering-on-sullivant-part-2/
https://gatehousenews.com/sullivant/suffering-on-sullivant-part-3/
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ALUMNI PROFILE

By Gerald Bell (Kansas City 2003)

Thriving in
Collaboration
Ryan VerWys (Los Angeles 2003)
Ministry: Inner City Christian Federation
Current Position: President/CEO

T

ell us about your ministry and how you fulfill
its mission.
Inner City Christian Federation (ICCF) is a community
development ministry committed to the following mission:
Equitable Opportunity, Affordable Homes, and Thriving
Neighborhoods. We hope to fulfill this by providing respectful
welcoming to families facing homelessness at our Family Haven
shelter and by providing restorative personal development
opportunities to our neighbors through financial capabilities
and homeownership classes. In addition, we preserve and
construct mixed-income housing that ensures low-income
households have available homes they can afford.
Why do you think God has called you to this work?
God has called me to personally be a part of the work of inspiring
and mobilizing the body of Christ to engage in advancing
shalom in the communities where we are rooted. ICCF serves
as a means by which the church in Grand Rapids, Michigan, can
work to address historic housing injustices and demonstrate
Christ’s love to our neighbors by meeting their basic human
need for housing.
What do you hope to accomplish while you serve in
this capacity?
When my time as a leader at ICCF ends, I hope I will have
stewarded this season of ICCF’s organizational life well, and
that we will have moved the needle toward housing justice in
our community. It fits my passions and personal calling so well,
and I love the work I get to be a part of every day!
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The View
from 80

What challenges has ICCF had to overcome?
Home prices and rents in our community have risen exponentially
over the last 10 years. As a result, working families in the city of
Grand Rapids are facing significant housing instability. In 2017, in
a leap of faith, ICCF bought over 200 homes from an absentee
landlord who hadn’t been caring well for his tenants with the goal
of preserving affordable housing. Our long-term vision is to sell
50 percent of these homes to low-income households, providing
them with a pathway to homeownership that doesn’t exist in our
housing market today. Also, the Community Homes Initiative
(CHI), a program for renewing and restoring homes to families
in our neighborhood, has been a significant challenge. We’ve
had to manage substantial institutional growth and change while
building supportive relationships with tenants and renovating 100
of the homes in a short timeframe.
What are you most proud of that the ministry has
accomplished?
I am proud of the fact that during the past five years we went
from providing 160 units of affordable rental housing to over 500
units to underserved famile, with another 150 homes planned in
the next two years. This kind of faith-rooted growth has served
as a profound witness in our community as it demonstrates the
love of Christ to families facing housing challenges.
What collaborative opportunities are benefiting ICCF?
IICCF takes an asset-based community development approach
to our work. One good example of this principle is ICCF’s
partnership with the Center for Community Transformation
(CTT) to provide housing for homeless youth. ICCF opened
17 permanent supportive housing units for formerly homeless
youth ages 18 to 24 within our brand new Steepleview
Apartments development. CTT has a long history of providing
support for youth in our community through education, job
readiness, and social enterprise. It’s a textbook example of two

organizations working collaboratively; we
bring expertise in housing development and
property management, and CTT offers their
supportive youth services.
Can you name one learning principle
from your DVULI training that is being
applied to your work?
I see the value of interdependence at play in
our current collaboration to restore the longabandoned Kent County Social Services
building. Madison Church, a congregation
with a generations-long commitment to the
ministry of presence in its neighborhood,
received the blighted building as a donation
in 2015. They invited ICCF to utilize our
development expertise to collaborate on
a creative renovation of the structure that
will result in a transformational center for
holistic ministry. By the end of 2020, the
renovation will be complete and will house
ICCF’s offices. The building will provide
40 affordable apartments, early childhood
educational services for low-income families
in the community, and a congregational
worship center.
What can your DVULI family be praying
for as you move forward?
Please pray that ICCF will continue to see
growing support and volunteerism from
local congregations for restoring homes in
the Community Homes Initiative.

By Eileen Kooreman

M

ost of you will remember a dear friend of DVULI, Pastor Gordon
MacDonald. Pastor MacDonald has spoken to every class of the DeVos
Urban Leadership Initiative since our pilot year in 1998. Each year
when we invite him back, he tells us that he considers meeting with
our leaders to be a highlight of his year. We always give away one of his
many books—a book that is related to his talk and our core values. If you
look on your bookshelf, you may find one of his titles there: Ordering
Your Private World, Mid-Course Correction, Rebuilding Your Broken
World, Going Deep, or A Resilient Life. Those in the earlier years will
never forget his illustration of the “stomping boots” that all leaders must
face. He gave the same talk for about 10 years at our request. Now, he
brings new reflections on the joys and challenges in the life of a leader.
This year, Pastor MacDonald celebrated 80 years of life—and yes, he
was planning to join us before the coronavirus epidemic cancelled the
conference. He was a keynote speaker at our 2019 Reunion in Phoenix,
and he reflected on “The View from 80.” His reflections included 15
lessons learned in life and pearls of wisdom about each of them. The
video recording of his talk is well worth listening to for a second time
if you were at the reunion or for the first time if you were not able to
attend. I’ve already listened to it twice and set aside time for my husband
and me to listen to it together. Make sure you set aside about 45 minutes
of undistracted time to listen and take notes in your journal. Reflect on
what you wrote. Ask yourself: What three or four of his lessons made my
heart stir? What habits or practices should I establish to look back at age
80 and have something to pass along to those behind me?
Watch The View from 80 here: https://vimeo.com/334503866
(To watch the video, use the password: “GMAC”)
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The Church

abducted in front of her high school at the age of 15. She never realized
she was a victim of human trafficking. When a guest came to speak on
the issue of trafficking at her church she recalled being repeatedly bought
along the West Coast. It never occurred to her that those experiences were
a crime.

and Human
Trafficking

Urban leaders can no longer remain idle and allow for the disappearance of
young women, men, and children. I firmly believe our leaders and pastors
are not doing enough to become educated on the issue of human
trafficking, particularly as it pertains to our youth. Taking action steps
to educate our communities on prevention tools to save our children is
critical. California became the first state where the governor signed into
law trafficking prevention education in core curriculum for grades 7–11.
Although trafficking is prevalent in earlier grades on school campuses, this
is a start.

Opinion by
Benita Hopkins (Oakland-San Francisco 2015)

The church cannot wait for the government to act. I’m urging leaders to
link arms with other local community-based organizations, task forces,
schools, and law enforcement to offer help in the prevention, intervention,
and aftercare for victims of this crime.

When visiting the Homeland Security website,
readers will discover human trafficking is described
as “the use of force, fraud, or coercion to obtain
some type of labor or commercial sex act.”

Remember that 15-year-old girl. She is now an adult who has finished
high school, been rehabilitated, and is now a thriving member of society.
“If only my teachers had asked me those probing questions,” she said when
reflecting on her past. This simple statement is a lesson not to take for
granted the lives we are touching. Whether in a congregational setting,
school, or youth group, it should come as no surprise to discover a victim
or perpetrator of trafficking is within our reach.

O

ver 30 million people worldwide are trafficked. Females are not
the only victims; there is a rise in male victims that is just as alarming.
Statistics show that annually 100,000 children are trafficked in the US.
Whether sold on the internet, coerced to meet for a modeling or talent
job at a local shopping mall, or picked up on the street after running away
from home, all are scenarios that lead to trafficking. Human trafficking
is most often associated with sex, but what many don’t know is that labor
trafficking and organ trafficking are just as prevalent today.
The US Department of Justice reports some, 65–95 percent of those
sex-trafficked were abusedas children. Similarly, DePaul University
College of Law says, 88 percent of perpetrators were also abused as
children. The average age of young victims entering into trafficking
12-14 years old in the US. Many perpetrators of the crime are familial
or known predators. There are homes in our urban neighborhoods that
serve as brothels for this type of activity. If people are coming in and
going out very late into the night, that could be a sign of trafficking.
Do you see them? Are you aware of this? Do you alert your local law
enforcement authorities?

8

“Where is the church
in the fight against
human trafficking?”

Here are my recommended (10-10-10) action steps that congregations or
church members cantake to help in the fight against human trafficking:
10 Minutes

My most burning question is: Where is the church in the fight against
human trafficking? The urban church is not immune to other harmful
activities such as domestic abuse, pornography, or pedophilia. Hence,
the church should not be immune to the crisis of human trafficking.

destroyed, because children and infants faint in
the streets of the city” (NIV). Human trafficking
is a crime against all humanity and one that
urban leaders, pastors, and churches should not
ignore. Why don’t we lament for this population?
Tim Gustafson, devotional writer for Our Daily
Bread says, “To lament is a crucial part of being
human. God grieves with us. We are made in His
image; He must lament too.” Consider the people
of Judah who had a history of ignoring God, and
their children suffered the consequence. Is there
a repeat performance ignoring of God taking
place today in our church culture?

In Lamentations 2:11, Jeremiah pours out his heart for the people and
children in particular: “My eyes fail from weeping, I am in torment
within; my heart is poured out on the ground because my people are

There are a lot of stories of victims who are crying
for help, but many don’t recognize the signs.
Let me tell you of one survivor, who had been
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Urban leaders, please lament like Jeremiah, “Poor out your heart like water
in the presence of the Lord. Lift up your hands to him for the lives of your
children” (Lam. 2:19). Be one in the field fighting for those who do not have
a voice.

■

Donate to your local anti-trafficking nonprofit organization.

■

Make calls for them.

■

Send thank-you cards.

Watch a video:
		 “When I Grow Up” by Love Never Fails: https://vimeo.com/127068980
		 “The Making of a Girl” by GEMS:youtube.com/watch?v=ZvnRYte3PAk
		 “Voices of Human Trafficking 2017” by EGC Films:
youtube.com/watch?v=p0majAE5vrU&t=1s
■

■

Justice Awakening by Eddie Byun

■

Social Justice Handbook by Mae Cannon

Other Educational resources:
		www.sextraffickingprevention.org
		protectnow.org
		nolabrantleyspeaks.org/nbs-blog/word		on-the-street
■

10 Months
■

Volunteer with your local anti-trafficking
organization.

■

Provide toiletries to a local organization
or safe place.

■

Plan a fundraiser for the organization.

References:
Gustafson, T. (2020) Our Daily Bread, Mercy’s
Lament: Grand Rapids, MI.
Homeland Security, retrieved: 2/8/20 (www.
dhs.gov/blue-campaign/what-humantrafficking).
US Dept. of Justice, retrieved: 2/8/20 http://
newsroom.depaul.edu/PDF/FAMILY_LAW_
CENTER_REPORT-final.pdf

BIO:
Benita Hopkins (Oakland- San Francisco 2015)
is the director of education with Generations
United. Generations United empowers
underserved children and families of Redwood
City to reach their full potential. She is the
former director of community education and
engagement with Love Never Fails, a nonprofit committed to the trafficked population.
Benita was awarded the “2015 Abolitionist of
the Year” for Education by the San Francisco
Collaborative Against Human Trafficking and
now serves on the organization’s board as
co-chair.

10 Days
Get educated on the trafficking issue by reading:
■

Girls Like Us by Rachel Lloyd

■

Diary of Jasmine Grace by Jasmine Grace Fiandaca

■

The Just Church by Jim Martin
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The DVULI experience was a defining time
for me. I realized that I had found identity
in being busy. I believed the deception that
“busy” equaled “important.” I was addicted to
being busy because it made me feel needed
and valued. Ultimately, my value and identity
were not rooted in Jesus Christ but in what I
did and in what people thought of me. This
personal revelation was needed but difficult
and painful to acknowledge. It left me with

I have been with the same organization, Tacoma Area Youth for Christ,
for 13 years now. There is no question in my mind that I would have quit
and possibly left ministry altogether if I had not slowed down and scaled
back to become healthier and more effective. Two years ago, we had
finally reached a point as an organization where we could expand our
ministry. We were able to restart some of the ministries that we had closed
seven years ago. We also combined our resources with Tacoma Rescue
Mission, the largest homeless shelter in Tacoma. In my DVULI cohort, I
befriended Duke Paulson, who serves as Executive Director of Tacoma
Rescue Mission. Because of this connection, we now have a full-time

“I believed that every
opportunity was an

By Doug Jonson
(Seattle-Tacoma 2011)

open door from God.
To not walk through
an open door was an
act of unbelief and
disobedience.”

In 2011, when I started going through the DeVos Urban
Leadership Initiative in Tacoma, I was working two jobs
that required leading two ministry partnerships. Both
positions meant being responsible for leading a late-night
kids’ ministry, as well as an evangelistic ministry
for neighborhood teens called Sozo.

O

n top of that, I was overseeing late-night programs at four different
schools. I believed that every opportunity was an open door from God,
and it was an act of unbelief (the opposite of faith) and disobedience to not
walk through an open door. This resulted in burnout and doing ministry
in an unsustainable way.
My DVULI experience led to two main turning points in my life. The
first turning point was through a relationship with my DVULI mentor,
who was laser focused and strategic. He didn’t become distracted by
“opportunities” that weren’t in alignment with his organization’s mission
and vision. I asked him to be my mentor because I witnessed firsthand
how much impact his team was having on the youth in our community.
I was impressed by the way they had grown slowly but consistently
over 16 years, which reinforced the DVULI principle of capacity. In our
organization, we never questioned whether we had the capacity to do our
ministries well and sustainably.

10
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The second turning point for me was during
our week in Holland, Michigan, at the
Systems Thinking Conference. A diagram
was presented that illustrated healthy growth:
doing the right thing well for a length of time
before expanding a little. It was simple, and
it resonated with me. I had a revelation that
I was involved in too many ministries. The
ministries started quickly, and we couldn’t do
them well. At this conference, we took a bus
trip to a Lake Michigan campground. I asked
Coach Phil Abeyta if I could talk with him on
the bus ride. We hadn’t even sat down before
I started sobbing. I showed him a diagram
of the ministries that I was involved in, and
it was a complete mess—it looked more like
a Pictionary drawing of a hurricane than a
functional ministry plan. I felt out of control
and utterly stuck!

a mess to deal with when I returned home.
There would be financial ramifications as
well. But, if I faced the truth, my life would
change for the better and lead to a healthier
ministry, family, and marriage.
Over the next year, I had difficult decisions
to make in order to implement my
breakthrough plan and live a healthier
(but more fruitful) life. Those changes
included resigning from my second job
where I oversaw four late-night programs.
Additionally, I made the difficult decision to
close two of the programs at local schools.
Although this felt like failure and upset some
people at those schools, it was the only way
that any of our ministries could continue
and be fruitful. After these changes, God
still provided for all our needs, including our
financial needs; however, these provisions
came after obeying Him and taking the
action steps He was asking me to take.

Youth for Christ employee stationed at the Mission where we serve
youth who are transitionally homeless through holistic programs. These
programs include tutoring, college readiness, life coaching, art therapy,
money management, sports, and recreation. We recently started a weekly
club where teens learn about the love of Jesus Christ and engage with
leaders in authentic, Christ-centered relationships.
In addition, we pursued a follow-up grant from the DeVos Initiative
to host monthly learning communities and quarterly youth worker
luncheons for our volunteers and partners in the county. The goal of the
learning communities is to equip youth workers with training in areas
that are relevant to their ministry. Each month, we invite experts from the
community to teach a topic such as culture of poverty, trauma-informed
care, mental health, LGBTQ issues, or a kingdom perspective on diversity.
The youth worker luncheons provide youth leaders space for fellowship
with the goal of increased collaboration for the kingdom. Through these
events, we seek to empower leaders and youth in healthier ways.
While I had to make some tough decisions, I feel confident that the
ministries are better because of those decisions. I don’t believe anyone
can achieve personal or ministry breakthrough any other way.
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Chip Pagel
(St. Louis 2017) and his wife, Angie,
are parents for the third time.
George Chip Pagel was born on
Father’s Day, June 16, 2019.

Phil Williams
(Cincinnati 2015) and his
wife, Anngel, welcomed their
new baby boy on April 28th
of last year.

Sheila Johnson
(Pittsburgh 2018) was honored by
having Saturday, September 7, 2019
declared “Dr. Sheila L. Johnson
Day” in the city of Pittsburgh, PA.

Laura Pritchard
(Grand Rapids 1998) was
ordained as Commissioned
Pastor to serve as a partner
missionary for the Christian
Reformed Church in North
America on December 8, 2019.

Ricardo Ruiz-Pallares
(Albuquerque 2015) married
Gabrielle Ruiz on November
2, 2019.

Bridgette Bowman
(Memphis 2013) is now the
education and care director
at the Refugee Empowerment
Program in Memphis, TN.

FOR MORE, VISIT
facebook.com/dvuli
instagram.com/dvuli

A LU M N I U P DAT E S

Frank Reynoso
(Orlando 2010) received his
Doctor of Theology (ThD)
degree from Faith Christian
University.

Art Gray
(Columbus 2017) has recently
published a book called
The Banner.

John Allbrittin
(Cincinnati 2014) has
recently been promoted to
youth chief operating officer
at City Gospel Mission.

Brandon Grant
(Columbus 2015) and his wife,
Tyka, recently welcomed their
new daughter, Simone Renee
Grant, on December 6, 2019!

Myrna Herndon
(Chicago 2007) has
published a book titled,
Truth for Trendsetters

Courtney Walton
(Cincinnati 2015) was recently
promoted to director of youth
mentoring at City Gospel
Mission in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Trishelle Robinson
(Cleveland 2013) was ordained
as a minister on January 12,
2020, at Resurrection Church
On the Rock in Cleveland, Ohio.

Kenneth Johnson
(Dallas 2015) and his wife,
Brandie, have welcomed their
first child, June Johnson, into
the world on December 9, 2019.

Tamir Reyes
(Newark 2014) got married
to Nii Ato Bentsi-Enchill on
February 15 in Clifton, NJ.

